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The cover page of the latest Global 
Vedanta issue (Fall 2009) looks incredibly 
divine.

Champak Sadhu, 
Houston, TX

We are very happy to get the Global 
Vedanta with the photo of Sri Durga Ma 
of our Mauritius Center. It has come out 
very nicely and it is appreciated by all of 
us. I am very grateful to the editors of 
Global Vedanta for this.

The printing and color combination is 
wonderful and photo is very clear.

Swami Krishnarupananda, 
Mauritius

Apart from some very good articles 
in the Global Vedanta, I enjoy the jokes’ 
page too.

Umesh Gulati, 
North Carolina
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the silent power
by pravrajika ajayaprana

1. For the Sanskrit hymn, please see pages 183 to 
186 of Hymns and Prayers to Gods and Goddesses 
published by Advaita Ashrama, Kolkata, India.

In our Sarada Math Centers, as a part 
of our evening vesper service, we sing 
a wonderful Sanskrit hymn1 com-

posed by Swami Abhedananda, one of the 
foremost disciples of Sri Ramakrishna. 
The English translation of the 
8th stanza of the hymn begins 
with the words:
Gracious Goddess  

Sarada Devi,
I salute Thee who is ever  

cheerful, and gracious,
Who removes the ills of those 

distressed souls who  
yearn for Thy grace,

Who was worshipped by the 
king of yogis,

Who is the custodian and 
protector of the spiritual 
wealth of this age,

Who is the bestower of love  
and wisdom,

 And whose very nature is 
mercy and grace.

 These words contain in a 
nutshell the whole gamut of 
the Holy Mother Sri Sarada 
Devi’s life—the purpose of 
her advent, the epochal in-
cident of her worship by her 
husband who is indeed the 
king of all yogis, her unique 
role in protecting and preserv-
ing the legacy of the virtues of 
this age, her unsolicited, free 
gift of love and wisdom to all and sundry, 
and finally, her innate nature of mercy 
and grace.

Sri Ramakrishna had a very exalted 
and colorful spiritual life, while Swami 
Vivekananda had a very powerful and 
dynamic spiritual life. But in Sri Sarada 
Devi’s case, as she hid her spirituality 
behind the “veil of modesty,” it is almost 
impossible to understand her personality 
clearly, gauge her spiritual stature and 
acknowledge her divinity.

The ancient sage Patanjali used the 
Sanskrit word santosham to denote 

contentment and happiness. They are 
synonymous. Sri Sarada Devi was always 
placid, cheerful. The Bhagavad Gita states 
that by staying cheerful and tranquil, all 
miseries and mental anguish vanish, and 

the intellect of one possessing a tranquil 
heart is sharp and clear. Such a person 
will always be established in a state of 
equilibrium. The Holy Mother Sri Sarada 
Devi exemplified this in her daily life to 
the fullest extent. She lived among the 
most unthinkably turbulent surroundings, 
ever beset with diverse pulls of animos-
ity, quarrels and petty bickering, but she 
moved among them with perfect ease 
and peace, just as a lotus leaf remains un-
touched by the turbid water around it.

She is called pranatārtihantri,  “The 
destroyer of the distress of those who 
surrender to Her.” She came for the 
eradication of the sorrows of those who 
surrender to her and yearn for her help. 

She has told us that she is the mother 
of both the virtuous and the wicked. 
Through the practical examples of the 
robber Amjad and her adopted dacoit 
parents whom she met accidentally in the 

woods, and through many other 
instances in her life, she clearly 
demonstrated that those who 
turn to her for help and succor 
will never be turned away with 
their prayers unanswered.

Even when Sri Ramakrishna 
once remonstrated with her 
for being too lenient towards a 
woman of questionable charac-
ter, she stood rooted to the spot 
with her head raised, looked 
him full in the eyes, and stated 
that she could never refuse 
anyone who would call her 
“Mother” and ask for her help. 
Sri Ramakrishna retreated hap-
pily from the field, because he 
had wanted such all-inclusive 
motherliness to be manifested 
through her.

Let us recall what the Holy 
Mother once said to a devotee 
who had asked her why Sri 
Ramakrishna had brought her 
along with him in this incarna-
tion. The Holy Mother replied, 
“He brought me this time to 
teach the world the glory of 
motherhood.”

In June 1872, on the sacred 
day of the Phalaharini Kali Puja, Sri Ra-
makrishna actually worshipped his young 
wife, Sri Sarada Devi, with all the para-
phernalia of a proper ritualistic worship. 
That day he elevated her to the position of 
the Divine Mother of the universe. Thus 
he assigned to her the huge task and re-
sponsibility of leading, guiding, protecting 
and helping spiritual aspirants, both of the 
present day and those of the future.

On the day of the worship, Hriday, 
Sri Ramakrishna’s nephew, arranged 
the articles for the worship in Sri Ra-
makrishna’s room and departed to do his 
daily duty of performing the worship at 
the temple of the Divine Mother Kali. 
He had summoned his aunt Sri Sarada 

The Holy Mother, sri sarada Devi
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Devi before leaving. She came and stood 
at the open door and surveyed the whole 
room. She noticed that the altar for the 
Divine Mother Kali’s statue was empty, 
while all the other arrangements for the 
worship had been made. At a signal from 
Sri Ramakrishna she moved gracefully 
towards the altar and took her seat on it. 
One wonders how she knew what she was 
expected to do.

The veil which ever remained pulled 
down over her face was raised by the 
worshipper and all the rituals were me-
ticulously gone through. No shyness on 
the part of Sri Sarada Devi stood in the 
way. On this day Sri Ramakrishna was 
determined to unveil and bring out the 
latent divine power in her to satisfy hu-
manity’s need. She, on her part, had come 
prepared to reveal and manifest it. Sri Ra-
makrishna, during the worship, ardently 
implored the Divine Primordial Energy 
to manifest Itself through the body of Sri 
Sarada Devi. The Super Divine Power 
that until then had been lying hidden in 
that small human frame was propitiated 
to reveal itself in its benign form. The 
potential Divine energy was to burst forth 
into its full glory for the sake of the com-
mon folk of the entire world.

Swami Abhedananda, in the hymn 
composed by him, sings the glory of the 
Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi describing 
her in all superlative terms as:

Purity lived in day-to-day life, purity 
concentrate, oh, purity itself!

Towards the end of the worship both 
the worshipper and the worshipped broke 
free from the bonds of worldly encum-
brances, and began to soar in the infinite 
expanse of Existence-Knowledge-Bliss 
Absolute. There were no two then, only 
one, the One Without a Second. Time stood 
still. Slowly both of them came down 
to the level of body consciousness. The 
ritualistic worship was over. The Holy 
Mother gently got up and walked out of 
the room.

Day dawned and the Holy Mother’s 
women companions were astonished at 
the normality of her behavior, as if the 
previous night had not been any differ-
ent from the others that had gone before. 
What tremendous power to digest the 
adoration and prayers of none other than 
the incarnation of this age, and then to 

come down to the level of an ordinary 
person, and remain immersed in the day-
to-day chores of the household in the 
most normal way! Who can fathom it? 
Not ordinary people like you and I.

Why did all this happen? Why did 
Sri Ramakrishna decide to perform this 
history-making or history-breaking cere-
mony? The world was hungry for spiritual 
support and guidance. The world needed 
some one who was accessible to one and 
all without any reservation whatsoever. Sri 
Ramakrishna was too remote for ordinary 
people to understand and approach with-
out being awe-stricken.

And so came the Divine Power in the 
form of a loving mother, to “protect, pre-
serve and uphold the virtues and ideals of 
the age,” as Swami Abhedananda beauti-
fully states. And how was she to do it? By 
the free dispensing of bhakti and vijnana–
devotion and practical knowledge. As she 
is “the embodiment of grace and love,” 
her gifts and blessings flowed out freely 
to everyone who approached her—and 
are still doing so.

It is a perennial stream. It flows as a 
never-ceasing current, indiscriminate of 
the eligibility or non-eligibility of the re-
cipient, whereas Sri Ramakrishna picked 
and chose the best and the noblest from 
those who approached him. The Mother 
did not or could not refuse anyone. At a 
distance of nearly a century, even today we 
can feel the close proximity of her pres-
ence and her unsolicited love whenever 
we call her ardently.

Sri Ramakrishna had sensed the 
potential of the universal energy or the 
imprisoned splendor of the unified energy 
hidden behind the thick curtain of Sri 
Sarada Devi’s ordinariness. How could he 
do it? Can we understand that?

Many years before this historic event, 
when Sri Sarada Devi was only a little 
girl of five, young Gadadhar (Sri Ra-
makrishna) sitting in his own village 
home, divined her presence on this earth 
and her power, as also the purpose of 
her advent. So he directed his family to 
get her as his bride. The silent adoration, 
love and worshipful reverence must have 
sprouted in his heart even then. He saw in 
this rustic, unlettered young maiden her 
future potential to manifest the motherli-
ness of God, which the world was pining 
for. This culminated in the epochal event 

WHAT  THEY  sAID  ABOUT 
THE  HOLY  MOTHER 

sRI  sARADA  DEVI
(Collected and translated from original 

Bengali sources by Swami Bhaskarananda—
ed.)

Sri Ramakrishna said: “She is Sarada-
Saraswati (the deity of knowledge and 
wisdom). She has come to the world to 
bestow spiritual knowledge.”

While in America, Swami Viveka-
nanda once wrote to one of his brother 
disciples: “Who the mother (Sri Sarada 
Devi) is, you haven’t understood yet, nor 
are others able to understand her. But 
gradually all will understand. Brother, 
without Shakti (the Divine Mother) the 
world has no chance of salvation. Mother 
(Sri Sarada Devi) has come to awaken 
this Great Shakti here…I’m not afraid 
if Sri Ramakrishna abandons us, but all 
will be destroyed if Mother leaves us…
Don’t be upset if I tell you (again) that 
none has been able to understand the 
Mother (Sri Sarada Devi) yet. Mother’s 
grace is one hundred thousand times 
more upon me than that of the Father 
(Sri Ramakrishna)…I am a little biased 

of that dark night in June when she was 
worshipped by Sri Ramakrishna as the 
Divine Mother.

Swami Abhedananda says she was 
worshipped by “the king of yogis, who is 
none other than Sri Ramakrishna,” Only 
he could penetrate the thick curtain of 
her modesty, and make her motherliness 
become manifest by degrees to benefit 
mankind. 

If we pause and reflect we all can feel 
her never-failing presence and grace. She 
has asked us to remember in times of 
crisis and agony that we have a Mother. 
This Mother, Sri Sarada Devi, is always, 
always standing behind us, almost touch-
ing us with her soft hand placed lightly on 
our shoulders. When we feel helpless or 
exasperated by the shocks and knocks of 
life, let us just call her silently with all the 
yearning of our hearts, and then we shall 
surely feel her reassuring motherly love 
and grace being showered on us.

See sri sarada Devi…page 7
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(A talk given by the Catholic Bishop  
Kazuhiro Mori of Japan, at the Japan Vedanta 
Society’s Golden Jubilee Inaugural Ceremony 
on June 14, 2009, in the new auditorium of 
the Indian Embassy in Tokyo. –ed.)

I, who have just been introduced to 
you, am a Bishop of the Catho-
lic Church. But before I begin, I 

express my deepest gratitude to both 
the officials of the Indian Embassy and 
the Nippon Vedanta Kyokai, for having 
kindly invited me to this celebration. In 
particular, I thank from the bottom of my 
heart their Excellencies the Ambassador 
and his wife, and the other members of 
the Embassy staff, for the warm welcome 
they have kindly accorded to a person 
like me, whom they are meeting for the 
first time.

The subject I was called upon to 
speak about today is “thinking of others 
from the standpoint of Christianity.” In 
Christian terms, thinking of others would 
translate as “love of our neighbor,” and if 
we were to put it a little more concretely, 
it would correspond to the type of service 
offered by people like the late Mother Te-
resa, to marginalized members of society.

However, to tell you frankly, I was ini-
tially confused and hesitant at the idea of 
standing before you all and speaking on 
this subject. I felt confused to speak on 
a topic like this from the standpoint of 
Christianity, and especially the Catholic 
Church. The reason why I was confused 
was because when I looked back on the 
past, I wondered if the Catholic Church 
really had a right to face the common 
man and speak of neighborly love.

To the casual observer, it appears as 
though the Catholic Church is actively 
involved in serving the poor and the op-
pressed. Yet, the intentions behind such 
service were not always pure. In certain 
extreme cases ulterior motives such as 
seeking to change the other person’s 
religion were at work, and at times a con-
descending attitude was adopted towards 
the people they were trying to save.

I shall return to this later, but right 
now what I say is that we need to imitate 
Mother Teresa, and draw near to those 
who are ill or on the verge of death. We 

should approach them with due respect 
for the religion and beliefs that they have 
so deeply cherished all along. We should 
accept them for what they are, in an at-
titude of genuine sincerity. Yet, sad to 
say, such an attitude is rarely seen in the 
service-oriented works of the Catholic 
Church.

And that is not all. On observing the 
history of the Catholic Church, we see 
that often in the past it adopted the at-
titude that its own teachings alone were 
absolutely true, and it meted out harsh 
punishments to those who followed re-
ligions or beliefs different from its own, 
often even resorting to violence. In the 
name of God it expelled such people from 
society, and deprived them of their lives. 
This is a history we cannot deny.

On viewing such facts, my under-
standing of Catholics gets warped. Even 
assuming that they were merely putting 
into practice this love of their neighbor, 
I cannot help but feel that they were far 
removed from authentic neighborly love.

Let me give you an example you will 
understand. Take the case of the Cru-
saders of the 11th century. At that time 
the Pope was faced with the Saracen 
invasion, and in order to retake the Holy 
Land, namely Jerusalem, he called for 
the formation of the Crusaders, and sent 
them out in the name of God against 
the Saracens, in order to regain posses-
sion of Jerusalem. The authorities of the 
Catholic Church of those days were 
imbued with the belief that God had 
entrusted them with a divine mission to 
spread the teachings of Christianity, and 
this belief served to justify their invasion 
of countries occupied by Islamic peoples. 
History bears witness to the fact that the 
Crusaders perpetrated untold merciless 
and destructive acts against the residents 
of those nations.

The authorities of the Catholic Church 
of that period believed that those follow-
ing religions other than Christianity were 
in darkness, and that there was nothing 
wrong in killing people who refused to 
convert to the Christian religion. They 
were convinced that by carrying out such 
acts they were doing the will of God. 

Such facts reveal a distorted understand-
ing of mankind, and an equally distorted 
understanding of God.

Similar violent and destructive acts 
were carried out in the course of the 
Catholic missionary activities of Central 
and South America in the 16th century. 
There, the missionaries were certain that 
the deities adored and revered by the lo-
cal peoples were false. They unilaterally 
condemned such worship as idolatry, ut-
terly demolished the temples and religions 
of those peoples, and raised Catholic 
churches over the foundations of their 
religious buildings.

Looking back upon these past truths, 
we see that the authorities of the Catholic 
Church of that period were harboring 
the conviction that those following re-
ligions other than Christianity had no 
right to live. In other words, they had no 
consciousness at all of the fact that every 
single human being is sacred.

Similar incidents occurred in Japan 
during the Christian period. Those pres-
ent here are perhaps unaware of this, but 
during the latter half of the 16th century 
26 Christians were arrested by order of 
Hideyoshi, who was the effective ruler 
of Japan at that time, and they died as 
martyrs in the city of Nagasaki.

Yet, a few years prior to that Hideyoshi 
had confronted the authorities of the 
Catholic Church in Japan and handed 
them a set of questions. One of the ques-
tions was, “Why do you people destroy 
temples and harass monks? Why don’t you 
live in harmony with them?” The reason 
for that question was because either the 
missionaries themselves or their Christian 
believers had engaged in violent activities, 
such as demolishing Buddhist temples 
and Shinto Shrines. This was mainly seen 
in the territory of the Daimyos who had 
converted to Christianity, such as Omura 
Sumitada, Otomo Sourin, Takayama 
Ukon and others. Such men pressured the 
monks living in their territories to convert 
to Christianity, and when they refused 
to do so, they exiled them and destroyed 
their temples and shrines. Facts like these 
come to light when we study the histori-
cal documents of those times.

Genuine love of your neiGhbors
by bishop kazuhiro mori
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Temples, shrines, and other such places 
are the keystones of the local community. 
They constitute vital mystical bases for the 
people of the area, and for the Catholic 
Church to deny them, denounce them as 
evil, and carry out destructive acts against 
them, is clearly an outrage, an act totally 
devoid of human kindness and compas-
sion. Missionaries may perhaps present 
the plea that they did what they did in the 
name of God, and for His sake. I however 
say that they need to realize the fact that 
the God concept that basically sustained 
their actions was deformed. Had their 
knowledge of God been genuine, I think 
acts such as these would never have oc-
curred.

These are all matters of past history, 
and yet, even today in the 20th century, 
a God concept justifying violence and 
destruction exists. It endures in a delicate 
form within the hearts of people, who 
take pride in referring to themselves as 
believers in God.

Also, what about the Catholics and 
Protestants, who for the past 40 years 
have been in ceaseless defiance of each 
other? Both are Christians, and differ-
ences among them are doctrinal. Yet, they 
incited and whipped up the feelings of 
their respective peoples, united them as 
one, and converted them into emblems of 
armed assault against each other. In truth, 
it seems as though God has been ex-
ploited and taken advantage of by warring 
states, and by those seeking to justify the 
displeasure, antipathy, and violence they 
mete out to their fellow human beings.

Cases like this, where religion is mis-
used as a means to tackle the likes and 
dislikes of regions and races, are found all 
over the world. Despite their having faith 
in God, the fact that God has not yet 
become for them a light and a power to 
understand, aid, and sustain one another, 
is a clear sign that their understanding of 
God is distorted. We may say with justice 
that God has been exploited by human 
greed, ambition, and lust for conquest, 
and the service done to others by those 
who are unsupported by a genuine under-
standing of God, will naturally turn out to 
be a distorted one.

In order to relate to people who are 
pervaded by true love and who form the 
backbone of religion, we need to present 
a concept of God that is unaffected by 

this human greed, ambition, and lust for 
control.

I believe that a God who permits us to 
reject those whom we view as obstacles to 
our faith, religion, or means of acquiring 
profit, and who approves acts of violence 
and oppression against them, is not a true 
God.

On perusing these 2000 years of 
Christian history, we come across many 
complex issues and cases where the notion 
of God was distorted. Yet, when we study 
the origin of them all, namely the Bible, 
we see that it consistently reveals to us a 
God of love.

In the Old Testament of the Bible, 
God is revealed as the guardian deity of 
the people of Israel, but underlying this 
is the idea of a God who has a boundless 
affection for mankind.

Also, in the New Testament the God 
that Christ reveals to us is clearly a God 
of love. For example, we have a passage 
where Christ says, “Put down your sword. 
He who takes up the sword shall perish 
by the sword.” Christ uttered these words 
while rebuking his angry disciple in the 
presence of Roman soldiers who had 
come to arrest him. Christ here repudiates 
the notion of forcing the other to yield, or 
exploiting the other for one’s own ends.

Christ also says, “Offer no resistance 
to the wicked. On the contrary, if anyone 
hits you on the right cheek, offer him the 
other as well,” (Mathew 5:39), and, “Love 
your enemies and pray for those who per-
secute you, so that you may be children of 
your Father in heaven, for He causes His 
sun to rise on the bad as well as the good, 
and sends down rain to fall on the upright 
and the wicked alike (Mathew 5: 44-45).

We see that Christ here rejects even 
the concept of self-defense. He urges 
us not to insist on our rights, but rather, 
to face the other in a mood of candor and 
sincerity.

He also asserts that he did not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners (Mathew 
9:13). In other words, he did not come to 
denounce the sinner. These words show us 
a God who makes every effort to save the 
sinner, as long as there is a possibility of 
his being saved.

Again he states, “It is never the will 
of your Father in heaven that one of 
these little ones should be lost,” (Mathew 
18:14), and, “Anyone who causes the 

downfall of one of these little ones who 
have faith in me, would be better drowned 
in the depths of the sea with a great mill-
stone round his neck,” (Mathew 18:6). 
These words clearly show that every single 
human being is precious in the sight of 
God.

In his final sermon before dying on the 
cross, Christ said, “When I was hungry 
you gave me to eat. When I was thirsty, 
you gave me to drink. I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me; when I lacked 
clothes you clothed me; when I was sick 
you visited me; when I was in prison you 
came to see me.” Here, he underscores the 
fact, that the life of a suffering person is 
identical to our own life.

Thus, it is clear from the words of the 
Bible that God values every single person 
for what he or she is. He does so regardless 
of whether the person is a sinner or not, or 
whether the person believes in a religion 
or not, and with no reference at all to that 
person’s race or nationality. He assists, sus-
tains and walks beside us, and views us as 
having a value that surpasses all creation.

Mother Teresa was a person who pos-
sessed such a concept of God, and because 
she was suffused with this concept, she 
paid no heed at all to a person’s religion 
or race. She related to each and every hu-
man being with seriousness and sincerity, 
offering them all a hope that was true.

In her dealings with people, there 
was no evidence at all of that imperious 
urge to control that typified the Catho-
lic Church of the colonial period, and 
neither was she tainted by any desire to 
deprive the local people of their religious 
beliefs and draw them into the Christian 
fold. Accepting all as they were and duly 
respecting their personal beliefs, she 
served them all with openness and humil-
ity. Consequently, she became a person 
of true concern, both with reference to 
mankind and God. Indeed, I personally 
feel that she has provided us of the 21st 
century with a light, a light that reveals to 
us the way in which we ought to deal with 
other people.

To conclude, on this occasion of the 
50th anniversary of the founding of the 
Nippon Vedanta Kyokai, I pray that men 
like Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and 
Swami Vivekananda may increase in the 
world.
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swami Bhaskarananda answers questions 
asked by readers of Global Vedanta.

Luis Rodrigues of Lisbon, Portugal 
asks—Is it possible to conceive of Hindu-
ism without relying on belief in God?

swami Bhaskarananda—Yes, one 
doesn’t have to necessarily believe in God 
in order to be a Hindu. In this context, by 
the word God I mean creator God—God 
endowed with a personality. This, how-
ever, is not the highest concept of God in 
Hinduism. The highest concept of God 
in Hinduism is that God is not a person. 
God is transcendental. God is beyond all 
kinds of limitation. God is beyond form 
and the forces of nature. God is beyond 
time, space and causation. So, a Hindu 
need not necessarily believe in a creator 
God. He can believe in God as God truly 
is: Impersonal Divinity.

Aside from this, Hinduism is also able 
to help an atheist to experience his or her 
inherent divinity. For such a person Hin-
duism prescribes a spiritual path called 
Jnana-Yoga. This path may also be called 
the Path of Knowledge or the Path of 
Philosophical Inquiry.

LR—When we talk about Hinduism, 
we have an idea of diversity and com-
plexity—many gods and many schools of 
thought. How does one choose the right 
path to the truth?

sB—Hinduism does not believe in 
many gods. It believes in only one God. 
What some people perceive as so many 
gods in Hinduism are, in fact, personifi-
cations of various aspects of the One and 
Only Divinity or Reality in which Hin-
duism believes. Such personifications are 
called deities. Each deity represents some 
powers or aspects of God. When we think 
of God as the giver of wisdom, then we 
look upon Him as a deity called Saraswati. 
When we look upon God as the giver of 
wealth and prosperity, that aspect of God 
is personified through the deity Lakshmi. 
But it is not that Lakshmi and Saraswati 
are essentially different entities; they’re 
only personified symbols of two different 
aspects of the same God.

Hinduism accepts the fact that human 
beings differ in their temperament and 
nature. That’s why different disciplines 
or paths are prescribed for them. Some 
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Charles Mathias

people are emotional by nature. Their 
emotion can easily be transformed into 
love and devotion for God. For such 
people Hinduism prescribes Bhakti-Yoga 
or the Path of Devotion. Similarly there 
are other paths such as Karma-Yoga or the 
Path of Right Action, Jnana-Yoga or the 
Path of Knowledge, and Raja-Yoga or the 
Path of Mental Concentration. According 
to one’s temperament one can choose one 
or the other Yoga and reach the ultimate 
spiritual goal. Spiritual aspirants can also 
seek spiritual guidance from genuine 
spiritual teachers to know which spiritual 
path or Yoga is suitable for them.

LR—The Western tradition relies on 
material proof and evidence to deal with 
knowledge—to achieve it. How does 
Hinduism deal with epistemology? I 
mean: In Hinduism how does one “know” 
that God exists? How does one “know” 
that reincarnation happens? What are the 
grounds of “knowing” for Hinduism?

sB—Hinduism accommodates within 
it several highly developed schools of 
religious philosophy. It allows all sincere 
questions to be asked. The word blasphemy 
is not there in Hinduism. That’s why one 
can ask questions about the truths or 
ideas contained in the scriptures in or-
der to understand them thoroughly and 
well. Over the thousands of years of the 
existence of Hinduism all possible ques-
tions—metaphysical or otherwise—have 

been asked. And valid answers to these 
questions are also there in Hinduism. 
Numerous schools of philosophy based 
on such questions and answers have thus 
been developed in Hinduism.

That’s why Hinduism has a highly de-
veloped epistemology. Hindu philosophy 
has as many as six methods to validate 
knowledge or truths. These methods are 
what you mention as grounds of “know-
ing” (the truth). These methods are called 
Pramanas in Hinduism. In Western phi-
losophy the English counterpart of the 
word Pramana is the word proof. Among 
these Pramanas, directly experiencing 
God with the help of a purified mind is 
considered the most important proof of 
the existence of God or Divinity.

In Hinduism God is not considered a 
mystery. A mystery is something we can-
not know about. Hinduism emphatically 
declares that God can be experienced. But 
such experience can be had only with the 
help of a purified mind. The testimony of 
those who have experienced God with 
their pure minds is considered a Pramana 
since “reliable testimony” is one of the six 
Pramanas in Hinduism. The testimony 
of those trustworthy people who have 
experienced Divinity—whether that is 
impersonal God or God endowed with a 
personality—is contained in Hindu scrip-
tures, such as the Vedas. Such trustworthy 
people are called Rishis or Seers, because 
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they have directly seen, known, or experienced the Divine Truth 
with the help of their purified minds. That’s why the testimony 
of the Vedas is also considered reliable testimony.

Now in regard to your question about reincarnation, I have 
to say that in many countries some people, even though their 
number is quite small, have claimed their ability to remember 
their past incarnation. Many of their claims have been verified 
to be true in India as well as elsewhere. Their testimony helps 
us to know that reincarnation is not just a theological doctrine; 
it is a fact.

For example, in Brazil I met a gentleman from a Catholic 
background who told me a story of one of his relatives, a lady, 
who remembered most of the things that had happened to 
her in her past incarnation. Another Christian gentleman, a 
high-school teacher in Canada—and very rational—also could 
remember his past life and the way he died—in a home fire. He 
even remembered the name of the town.

After hearing from him the story of his past life, I said, 
“Why don’t you go to that town and look up the records? 
Maybe you will be able to find something about the event in 
the newspapers.” He went there, and was lucky to find from 
the microfilm version of the old newspapers an account of 
that event: that a house got burned and the entire family was 
killed in that fire.

I asked him to write about it, but he said, “Well, I tried to 
write, but as soon as I write, I remember my siblings, I remember 
my parents, and I become overwhelmed with grief.” So, it is not 
that only Hindus and Buddhists believe in reincarnation, some 
Christians also believe in it.

The other reliable source from which we know about reincar-
nation is the Divine incarnations.

about her; if she orders me I can do everything…I shall heave a 
sigh of relief when you will be able to buy a land and install our 
mother (Sri Sarada Devi)—the living Durga—there.

Swami Vivekananda also said: “Our Mother (Sri Sarada 
Devi) is even greater than Thakur (Sri Ramakrishna).”

Swami Brahmananda used to say: “It’s extremely difficult to 
understand Mother (Sri Sarada Devi). Covering her face with 
the veil she behaves as though she is an ordinary woman. But she 
is none other than Jagadamba—the veritable Divine Mother.”

In Belur Math Swami Premananda said to some devotees 
with whom he was having a conversation: “I can see that Mother 
(Sri Sarada Devi) is a greater spiritual receptacle than Thakur 
(Sri Ramakrishna). It is because she is the very personification of 
Shakti (the Divine Mother); she has immense capacity to hide 
her own spiritual feelings! Thakur tried to suppress his spiritual 
feelings, but didn’t always succeed. Mother has spiritual ecstasies 
and Samadhi, but does she let anyone know that she is having 
them? O how great is her power to digest such ecstatic feelings! 
Wearing a veil, she behaves like an ordinary housewife.”

On another occasion Swami Premananda said to some 
women devotees of the village Kalma in East Bengal: “You’ve 
heard of Sita, Savitri, Vishnupriya, Srimati Radharani and oth-
ers, but Mother’s (Sri Sarada Devi’s) place is at a much higher 
level. She doesn’t show even the slightest trace of her spiritual 
power. Thakur had immense spiritual power and how often we 
have seen him entering into Samadhi and other spiritual ecsta-
sies! But Mother (Sri Sarada Devi) doesn’t display any of her 
spiritual powers. Yet what tremendous power she possesses! Vic-
tory to Mother who is the very personification of Mahashakti 
(the Divine Mother)!”

sri sarada Devi…from page 3

Deer: Preacher, we know you’re eager to convert us to your religion 
of universal love and tolerance, but why don’t you enter the 
lion’s den and try to convert him first?

Fox:  My life insurance won’t cover me if I do!

“We, who believe in the most loving and only true God, give you two 
choices:  accept our God—or jump!”

Bhaskar Puri &
 

Charles 
Mathias

Bhaskar Puri & 

Charles Mathias
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A Christmas Miracle

A physician was working her shift on Christmas Day in the emergency de-
partment of a clinic, when a distraught mother brought her young teenage 
daughter in to be examined. The mother, completely beside herself with worry 

and fear, explained that her daughter had woken up early that morning completely 
blind, unable to see anything. Terribly alarmed, the family immediately canceled their 
Christmas plans and rushed her in to the clinic.

Strangely, after examining her eyes, the doctor could find nothing wrong with them. 
They appeared entirely normal, and neither the mother nor the girl could assign a rea-
son for her blindness. Then a nurse tried to check the girl’s visual acuity by asking her 
to try and read the eye chart, but the girl emphatically declared that as she was blind, 
she could not see anything—nothing at all.

Suspicious, the doctor then explained to the mother that the daughter needed to be 
examined alone, without her mother being present in the room. So the mother stepped 
out and waited anxiously nearby.

The doctor then turned to the girl and carefully explained that according to the tests 
conducted, there was nothing wrong with her eyes, and asked her to read a line from 
a book. When the girl refused, the doctor informed the girl that she had exactly two 
minutes, and not a second more, to read the line. If she couldn’t do it, then the doctor 
explained that the next step would be to transport her to the hospital where she would 
have a CT scan of her head. That CT scan might show the necessity of having her skull 
drilled into in order to evaluate her optic nerve.

Then the doctor said again to the patient that she had only two minutes to read the 
line in the book, and began counting down the seconds. 

With 45 seconds left, miraculously the girl said that she could vaguely see some 
letters in the book, but they were so blurred that she couldn’t distinguish them.

At 20 seconds the doctor said to the patient that she was about to call the ambulance.
Then all of a sudden, with 10 seconds left, the girl said that she could clearly read 

all the words, thus aborting the call for the ambulance and a hole being drilled into 
her skull. 

The doctor asked her why she had pretended to be blind. Then the girl admitted 
that her mother hadn’t given her the present she had wanted for Christmas, and so 
she wanted to get even with her.

real life stories

Charles Mathias

in memoriam

swami Asaktananda 
1931–2009

We are extremely sorry to announce 
the passing away of Swami Asaktananda 
(Vishnu Maharaj) on October 18, 2009, 
at Belle Vue Clinic, Kolkata, owing to 
cerebral hemorrhage. He was 78.

Swami Asaktananda was the head of 
the Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama in 
Narendrapur, West Bengal, India, for 
the last thirty-three years. An excellent 
administrator, he took care of the vast 
educational complex at Narendrapur with 
extraordinary managing skill. His love 
touched everyone who came in contact 
with him. Large-hearted and affable, he 
also had a deep concern for the welfare of 
the weaker and underprivileged sections 
of society and actively helped in their up-
lift. Besides the Narendrapur Ashrama, he 
served the Vedanta Society of Southern 
California in Hollywood for nine years.

An initiated disciple of revered 
Swami Shankaranandaji, he joined the 
Ramakrishna Order in 1954 at the Or-
der’s Pathuriaghata Ashrama and had 
Sannyasa from revered Swami Vishud-
dhanandaji in 1962.

We are sure that his soul has found 
eternal peace at the lotus feet of Sri Ra-
makrishna.
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selfishness and dharma
by swami bhaskarananmda

(Adapted from a talk by the author—
ed.)

John came to me yesterday and de-
clared, “I’ve severed all connections 
with Richard!”

“Why? I thought you and Richard were 
very close friends!” I asked with surprise.

John replied, “We aren’t friends any-
more! I don’t like selfish people. Until 
yesterday I didn’t know Richard’s true 
color. All these years I didn’t know that 
he was the most selfish person in the 
whole world!”

Then John told me that he badly 
needed one hundred thousand dollars to 
expand his small grocery business. But 
as his credit wasn’t that good, he couldn’t 
borrow the money from his bank. So he 
went to borrow it from his multimillion-
aire friend, Richard. But Richard told him 
that since all his money was tied up in 
investments, he wasn’t able to lend John 
any money at that moment. This upset 
John extremely. That’s why he came to me 
to complain about Richard.

But John was oblivious of the fact that 
he was judging Richard by his own self-
ishness. Since Richard didn’t fulfill John’s 
own selfish expectation, he was calling 
Richard the most selfish person in the 
whole world.

Had Richard acted differently and told 
John, “Why should you have to borrow 
money from me? We’ve been friends for 
so many years. I’m giving you a check for 
two hundred thousand dollars right now. 
It’s my gift to you! It’s not a loan.” Had 
this happened, John would have consid-
ered Richard the best friend in the whole 
world!

It is interesting that the criterion with 
which we judge goodness in a person is 
how much self-sacrifice he or she is go-
ing to make for us. This kind of thinking is 
undoubtedly flawed, nevertheless it points 
out the fact that unselfishness is better 
than selfishness.

At the root of anything that’s good, 
great and noble there must be unself-
ishness or an act of self-sacrifice. For 
example, heroism is considered a noble 
quality in human beings. That there is 

self-sacrifice at the root of heroism can 
be shown with the help of the following 
analogy:

Let us suppose that a beautiful man-
sion in a certain neighborhood has caught 
fire. A large number of neighbors are 
standing around the burning house. They 
are lamenting that such a beautiful home 
is being gutted by fire.

Suddenly someone yells, “Everybody 
who was in the burning house are out of 
the house except the maid who was in the 
basement.”

Hearing that, one person in the crowd 
rushes into the burning building and 
within a few minutes comes out carrying 
the maid over his shoulder. In rescuing 
her, he gets minor burns all over his body. 
But still he is able to save her life.

He instantly becomes a hero. Before 
rushing into the burning house, he was 
just one of the many concerned neigh-
bors standing around it. Now he is a hero 
because he did something that the other 
neighbors couldn’t do. Risking his own 
life he entered the burning house to save 
the maid’s life. It is this act of self-sacrifice 
that has made him a hero.

Who are good parents? Those who 
willingly and lovingly make self-sacrifice 
for their children are good parents. The 
same is true for good husbands, good 
wives, good children and good friends. In 
order to be good, they all have to make 
willing and loving self-sacrifice for oth-
ers. Self-sacrifice made under duress or 
made reluctantly won’t be the indication 
of goodness.

Now let us try to find out what selfish-
ness really is. In the simplest terms, our 
ego is at the root of our selfishness. The 
first thought that arises in our conscious 
mind is the ego. This thought is a factor 
of separation. It helps us to separate our-
selves from everything that we think we 
are not.  Our ego expresses itself through 
the three words I, me and mine. These 
three form the very foundation of what 
we call selfishness. When these three 
are involved in our activities—mental or 
physical—only to benefit ourselves and 
not others, we are acting selfishly. We act 
unselfishly when we perform such activi-

ties for the benefit of others.
Aside from all this, selfishness makes 

us love only ourselves, not others. Thus 
self-love and selfishness are synonymous.

But why do we have selfishness? We 
may imagine that a perfect world will be 
a world free from selfishness. But in this 
“as is” world, in which we live, everyone is 
born with selfishness.

Newly-born babies, whom we consider 
little angels, are the most selfish, totally 
incapable of making any self-sacrifice. 
Their only language is crying. Whenever 
they need anything, they cry. Their cries 
are dominated by the thoughts of I, me 
and mine. By crying they say, “I am hun-
gry, feed me. I am uncomfortable; comfort 
me,” and so on and so forth. Their parents 
give them all kinds of loving care day and 
night. Yet the babies don’t thank them 
even once!

As they grow up they gradually learn 
to make mutual self-sacrifice in order to 
adjust to human society. If they do not 
learn to do this they are labeled antisocial, 
sociopaths, etc.

If we analyze human behavior, we shall 
find that selfishness is a device to protect 
ourselves. We are born with this instinct 
to protect ourselves f rom everything 
that threatens to harm us physically or 
mentally. Without selfishness individual 
survival would not be possible.

Yet, as we live in society, we have to 
learn to make self-sacrifice for other 
members of the society. Without such 
self-sacrifice of the members, the society 
cannot be sustained.

According to Hinduism, whatever 
sustains anything is called its dharma.1 
To explain, the capacity to burn is the 
dharma of fire. This capacity sustains the 
fire-ness of fire. Without this, fire would 
have ceased to be fire.

Similarly, mutual self-sacrifice sustains 
us as human beings. In our infancy we 
are sustained by our parents’ loving self-
sacrifice for us. Had they not made this 
self-sacrifice we all would have died in 
our infancy.

To sustain a family, all the members of 

1. In Sanskrit, dhārayati Dharma ityāhu.
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the family have to learn to make self-sacrifice for one another.
Then again, to sustain society we have to make self-sacrifice 

for society. The same is true for the sustenance of nations and 
for all humankind. Their existence can be sustained by the self-
sacrifice of the human beings belonging to the nations or the 
entire humankind.

Selfishness is usually of two kinds: (1) individual selfish-
ness and (2) group selfishness. As individuals it is easy for us 
to understand what individual selfishness is. But what is group 
selfishness? Nationalism is an example of group selfishness. It 
is the selfishness of a larger group of people called the nation. 
Similarly, there are many other kinds of group selfishness based 
on race, ethnicity, language, profession, cultural and economic 
levels, religion, gender, etc.

Neither individual selfishness nor group selfishness is good 
for humankind. Individual selfishness creates interpersonal 
conflict and breakdown of families, while group selfishness in 
the form of nationalism has caused countless battles and wars 
throughout history.

But is it easy to get rid of either individual selfishness or 
group-selfishness? It may not be easy, but it can be done.

There are two proven techniques that can help us to get rid 
of the evil effects of selfishness.

In the first technique we have to train ourselves to gradually 
expand the horizon of our selfishness. If and when we succeed 
in doing this, selfishness ceases to be selfishness. We all know 
that potassium cyanide is an extremely potent poison. If a person 
takes one small spoonful of potassium cyanide he will surely die. 
But if that spoonful of potassium cyanide is dissolved in one of 
the great fresh water lakes of Canada, it will become so diluted 
that it will lose its capacity to harm anyone. It will cease to be 
a poison.

Similarly, selfishness can be converted into unselfishness 
through expansion. People are born with self-love or selfishness. 
Through practice this selfishness can be expanded to include 
all of humankind. When that happens, selfishness ceases to be 
selfishness.

In this connection I would like to tell you an incident of my 
own life. As a young novice I went to see a highly venerated 
monk of our Order. He was then in his late seventies.

After I had saluted him, he wanted to know where I was born. 
I told him the name of the city of my birth. He then asked me, 
“How large were you when you were born?”

“I don’t think I was any larger than an average size baby,” I 
replied.

The swami said, “So it’s that space occupied by your little body 
where you were actually born. Why do you then say that you 
were born in that city? Obviously, you were not satisfied with 
the limitations of the tiny, little space where you were born. You 
wanted to go beyond those limitations. You therefore expanded 
and included that city. Then you expanded further and included 
India as the country of your birth. But should you stop there?”

Then the swami paused a little and said, “No, you mustn’t 
stop until you have expanded more to include the entire world! 
Remember that we are monks of the Ramakrishna Order. Our 
country is the entire world and our family is humankind.”

In this manner the elderly swami taught me the lesson of how 

to go beyond my little self through its expansion. That lesson left 
an indelible impact on my mind.

The first requirement of the second technique is that you 
should have at least some working faith in God. In this tech-
nique you have to learn to transform all your activities into your 
loving service to God. If you are married and have a family of 
your own, you should think that you and your family are in-
cluded in God’s family. You should teach yourself to think that 
your house is God’s house. In short, whatever you seem to own 
actually belongs to God. No matter what you do it should be 
done for the pleasure of God. As you are doing everything for 
the pleasure of God all your activities will turn into unselfish 
activities.

In this technique you don’t have to renounce the world. You 
have only to change the attitude of your mind. Your thoughts 
of “I” and “mine” have to be converted into “Thou” and “Thine.” 
Saints like Sri Ramakrishna have prescribed this technique for 
those who want to go beyond individual selfishness.

In Hindu mythology we find an extraordinary example of 
unselfishness. There was an evil and very powerful Asura named 
Vritra. He defeated Indra, the king of the Devas. Indra then 
went to Lord Brahma and prayed for His guidance and help. 
Brahma told Indra that Vritra could not be killed using conven-
tional weapons; only a weapon made out of the bones of Sage 
Dahichi could kill Vritra.

Accordingly, Indra went to Sage Dadhichi and explained to 
the sage why he had come. In other words, Indra requested Da-
dhichi to die in order that his bones could be used to develop the 
weapon that could kill Vritra. Any ordinary person would have 
been enraged by such a request. But Dadhichi was no ordinary 
person; he was a sage!

Dadhichi said to Indra, “How fortunate am I to know that 
my bones would be used for such a noble cause! Otherwise, 
these bones would have rotten away after my death serving no 
great purpose.” 

So saying, Dadhichi entered into a deep Samadhi and gave 
up his body. Indra took his bones and created the weapon called 
Vajra. This weapon killed Vritra.

Swami Vivekananda used to say, “Unselfishness is God.” 
Dadhichi’s life is a wonderful example of unselfishness and 
self-sacrifice. Through his unparalleled unselfishness he has 
manifested his inherent divinity. And in so doing he has exem-
plified the Vedic dictum: “All indeed is Brahman (God).”

According to the sages of India, the goal of human life is to 
manifest this divinity inherent in all of us. It is this divinity that 
forms the very core of our being; it is this divinity that sustains 
us. This is our Dharma. Without this we cease to exist.

The mantra purifies the body. Man becomes pure 
by repeating the mantra of God... It is said, the 
human teacher utters the mantra into the ear; but  
God breathes the spirit into the soul.

—sri sarada Devi
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poets’ Corner
Moon

There lived a foolish disciple whose name was Moon
 because he had a bright and a dark side to his nature, 

for his light waxed and waned.
One day, his bright side wrote his dark side a letter.

Dear Dark Moon. 
This is from your sunny side; 
the times of lightness of spirit 

when the gentle stream of joy waters your soul
 and touches all the clouds of your thoughts like sunshine. 

Where the darkness, heaviness and dispirit 
comes from I do not know, 

but it will be discovered from the bright side, if at all, 
for the darkness weaves more darkness 

and can not make a light to see by. 
So remember me and know that I am always there

 and will shine again when it is time, 
so do not struggle to find a way or understand it. 
Perhaps you feel that thoughts of your dark side 

are truer than those of the bright,
 but if it does not bring joy and lightness 

what benefit are they to you? 
Remember me. Like the Tao I can not be attained

 but will come naturally when the time is ripe. 
Remember too, your beauty, strength and usefulness

 and your indomitable spirit. Wait. 
Do nothing and you can not fail.

There is, no doubt, much lost to the past,
and many troubles of the present, 

 for causes of suffering, anguish and sadness
 are legion to the embodied. 

Remember me and know that I am already there,
 so I come the sooner and stay the longer. 

Thought I am a phantom of no more substance 
than the dark shadows, 

through me is the way to release 
from the fitful sun that flickers 
through the darkness of time. 

Learn therefore to treat happiness and misery
 as merely the effects of forgotten causes

 and welcome them both when they come, 
so you can kiss them lightly goodbye when they go. 

 Remember that all action based upon desire and choice
 has the shadows of these spectres 

and is the web of becoming. 
Remember rather, the causeless joy beyond them, 
which is the breathe of your own spirit. Walk on!

Russell Atkinson

humor—the  
spiCe of life

Managerial Duty
A store manager overheard a clerk saying to a customer, “No, 

ma’am, we haven’t had any for some weeks now, and it doesn’t 
look as if we’ll be getting any soon.”

Alarmed by what was being said, the manager rushed over to 
the customer who was walking out the door and said, “That isn’t 
true, ma’am. Of course, we’ll have some soon. In fact, we placed 
an order for it a couple of weeks ago.”

Then the manager drew the clerk aside and growled, “Never, 
never, never, never say we don’t have something. If we don’t 
have it, say we ordered it and it’s on its way. Now, what was it 
she wanted?”

The clerk smiled and said ... ,”Rain.”

self-help—A Good Idea!

When a guy’s printer type began to grow faint, he called a 
local repair shop where a friendly man informed him that the 
printer probably needed only to be cleaned. Because the store 
charged $50 for such cleanings, he told him he might be better 
off reading the printer’s manual and trying the job himself.

Pleasantly surprised by his candor, he asked, “Does your boss 
know that you discourage business?”

“Actually, it’s my boss’s idea,” the employee replied sheepishly. 
“We usually make more money on repairs if we let people try to 
fix things themselves first.”

Young Wisdom

A man in a hurry taking his eight-year-old son to school 
made a turn at a red light where it was prohibited.

“Uh-oh, I think I just made an illegal turn!” the man said.
“It’s okay, Dad,” the boy said, “The police car right behind us 

did the same thing.”

First Day in school

The child came home from his first day at school, and his 
mother asked, “What did you learn today?”

The kid replied, “Not enough. I have to go back tomorrow.”

Heavenly Rates

A man died and went to heaven. Of course, St. Peter met 
him at the pearly gates. St. Peter said, “Here’s how it works. 
You need 100 points to make it into heaven. You tell me all the 
good things you’ve done, and I will give you a certain number 
of points for each item, depending on how good it was. When 
you reach 100 points, you get in.”

“Okay,” the man said pleased, “I was married to the same 
woman for 50 years and never cheated on her, even in my 
heart.”

See Humor…next page 
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The Birthday of swami Vivekananda

Humor…from the previous page
“That’s wonderful,” responded St. Peter, 

“that’s worth three points!”
“Only three points?” he said. “Well, I 

attended church all my life and supported 
its ministry with my tithe and service.”

“Terrific!” said St. Peter beaming, 
“that’s certainly worth a point.”

“One point? Golly. How about this: 
I started a soup kitchen in my city and 
worked in a shelter for homeless veter-
ans.”

“Fantastic, that’s good for two more 
points,” St. Peter.

“TWO POINTS!!” the man cries, “At 
this rate the only way I get into heaven is 
by the grace of God!”

“Come on in!”

The stolen Goose

Confessor: I have stolen a fat goose 
from a poultry yard.

Priest: That is very wrong!

Confessor: Would you like to accept 
it, Father?

Priest: Certainly not—return it to the 
man whom you stole it from.

Confessor: But I have offered it to him 
and he won’t have it.

Priest: In that case you may keep it 
yourself.

Confessor: Thank you, Father.
The Priest arrived home to find one of 

his geese had been stolen…

Talking to the Doctor
The Doctor called Mrs. Cohen saying, 

“Mrs. Cohen, your cheque came back.” 
Mrs. Cohen answered, “So did my ar-
thritis!”

* * *
Patient: “I have a ringing in my ears.”
Doctor: “Don’t answer!”

Jewish Mothers

Q: Why do Jewish mothers make great 
parole officers?

A: They never let anyone finish a sen-
tence!

* * *
 A Jewish boy came home from school 

and told his mother he had a part in a play.
She asked, “What part is it?”
The boy said, “I play the part of the 

Jewish husband.”
The mother scowled, “Go back and tell 

the teacher you want a speaking part.”

Life After Death
A boss asked one of his employees, “Do 

you believe in life after death?”
“Yes, sir,” replied the new employee.
“I thought you would,” said the boss. 

“Yesterday after you left the office six 
hours early to go to your grandmother’s 
funeral, she stopped in to see you!”

Wit and Humor of Abraham Lincoln
•	 If	I	were	two-faced,	would	I	be	wearing	

this one?
•	 Most	people	are	about	as	happy	as	they	

make up their minds to be.
•	 Better	to	remain	silent	and	be	thought	

a fool than to speak out and remove all 
doubt.

•	 Whatever	you	are,	be	a	good	one.
•	 You	can	fool	some	of	the	people	all	of	

the time, and all of the people some of 
the time, but you cannot fool all of the 
people all of the time.

•	 Whenever	 I	 hear	 anyone	 arguing	 for	
slavery, I feel a strong impulse to see it 
tried on him personally. 

•	 Labor	 is	 prior	 to,	 and	 independent	
of capital. Capital is only the fruit of 
labor, and could never have existed if 
labor had not first existed. Labor is the 
superior of capital, and deserves much 
the higher consideration. 

Charles Mathias

Celebrations Around the World

Belur Math, India

Dhaka, Bangladesh

Colombo, sri Lanka

seattle, Washington, UsA
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Kalpataru Day 2010

Providence, Rhode Island, UsA

Celebrations     Around     the     World

The Birthday of sri sarada Devi

Christmas Eve Celebration

Belur Math, India

Belur Math, India

Devotees offering flowers 
sao Paulo, Brazil

Vacoas, Mauritius

Vacoas, Mauritius

sao Paulo, Brazil

sao Paulo, Brazil

sri sarada Math 
Dakshineswar, India

Dhaka, Bangladesh

Dhaka, Bangladesh

Portland, Oregon, UsA
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INDIA

sri sarada Devi’s birth anniversary 
celebrated at Belur Math. The birthday 
of the Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi 
was celebrated at Belur Math on Tues-
day, December 8, 2009. Throughout the 
day thousands of devotees attended the 
celebration. Prasad was served to about 
29,000 devotees. Swami Shivamayananda 
chaired the public meeting held in the 
afternoon.

Adoration of Jesus Christ at Belur 
Math. On December 24, 2009, Christ-
mas Eve was celebrated at Belur Math. 
A large number of devotees participated 
in the event.

swami Vivekananda’s birth anni-
versary observed at Belur Math. On 
January 6, 2010, the birthday of Swami 
Vivekananda was observed at Belur Math. 
Many thousand devotees attended the 
celebration and were served Prasad. A 
well-attended public meeting was held in 
the afternoon. 

swami Vivekananda’s statue installed 
at Ramakrishna Math, Madurai. To 
commemorate Swami Vivekananda’s 
historical visits to the city of Madurai, an 
11 ft bronze statue has been installed at 
Ramakrishna Math, Madurai. Revered 
Swami Smaranananda, Vice-President 

of the Ramakrishna Order, unveiled the 
statue on December 22, 2009, in the 
presence of many dignitaries, devotees 
and friends.

sri sarada Math celebrates Holy 
Mother sri sarada Devi’s Birthday at 
Dakshineswar. On Tuesday, December 
8, 2009, the 157th birthday of the Holy 
Mother Sri Sarada Devi was duly cel-
ebrated at Sri Sarada Math Headquarters 
at Dakshineswar, Kolkata. On that day 
Prasad was served to around 7,000 devo-
tees. A well-attended meeting for ladies 
was held in the afternoon.

BANGLADEsH

Celebrations at the Ramakrishna 
Math, Dhaka. The Ramakrishna Math, 
Dhaka, observed Sri Sarada Devi’s 157th 
birthday, Christmas Eve and Swami 
Vivekananda’s 147th birthday through 
special worship, devotional singing and 
other festivities. Many devotees attended 
the celebrations.

sRI LANKA

The Batticaloa sub-center of the Ra-
makrishna Mission, Colombo, observes 
swami Vivekananda’s birthday. The 148th 
birthday of Swami Vivekananda was duly 
celebrated at the Ramakrishna Mission 
Students’ Home at Ramakrishnapuram 
in Batticaloa. Many attended the celebra-
tion.
sarada Pre-school of Batticaloa Ra-
makrishna Mission celebrates its 
Annual Day. The Sarada Pre-School of 
Ramakrishna Mission, Batticaloa ob-
served its Annual Day and “Going Up 

Ceremony” at Ramakrishnapuram with 
due festivities.

MAURITIUs

Birthday of the Holy Mother sri 
sarada Devi celebrated in Vacoas. On 
December 6, 2009, the birth anniversary 
of Sri Sarada Devi was duly observed by 
the Ramakrishna Mission, Mauritius, 
at its temple in Vacoas. The event in the 
morning consisted of Mangalarati, de-
votional songs, special worship in honor 
of Sri Sarada Devi, and a discourse given 
by Swami Krishnarupananda. Prasad was 
served to around 215 devotees. In the af-
ternoon before the evening Arati (vespers) 
Swami Krishnarupananda delivered an 
inspiring talk on Sri Sarada Devi.

The Mauritius center also observed the 
Kalpataru Day on January 1, 2010, and 
the birthday of swami Vivekananda on 
January 10, 2010.

AUsTRALIA

Monks and devotees of the Ra-
makrishna Order participate in the 
Parliament of Religions held in Mel-
bourne. The Committee for the World’s 
Parliament of Religions organized the 5th 
Parliament in Melbourne, Australia, from 
the 3rd to 9th of December 2009. Some 
swamis and devotees of the Ramakrishna 
Order participated in this important 
event. The Vedanta Centre of Sydney also 
put up a bookstall during the conference. 

Installation of swami Vivekananda’s statue 
in Madurai

swamis Amarananda, Varadananda, 
Atmapriyananda, Atmatattwananda and 

Atmeshananda among other participants of 
the 5th World’s Parliament of Religions  

in Melbourne, Australia

vedanta news from around the world

Annual Day celebration and Going Up 
Ceremony of sarada Pre-school, 
Ramakrishna Mission, Batticaloa
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UNITED sTATEs OF AMERICA

The Vivekananda Vedanta society of 
Chicago celebrates the first anniversary 
of the opening of its temple. On Sunday, 
September 20, 2009, the Vivekananda 
Vedanta Society of Chicago celebrated 
the first anniversary of the opening of 
the Sri Ramakrishna Universal Temple. 
Swami Gautamananda, President of Sri 
Ramakrishna Math in Chennai, India, 
was the chief guest for the occasion.

The program began at 10:30 Am with 
devotional singing. Then Swami Chi-
dananda, head of the Chicago Vedanta 
Society, gave a talk about the progress in 
the Society’s temple construction project 
during the first year. Thereafter, the 3-year 
old child prodigy Syama Krishna showed 
his skill in playing on the mridangam (a 
drum used in Indian temples). His perfor-
mance was followed by the enactment of 
the roles of Sri Ramakrishna and Swami 
Vivekananda respectively by two young 
boys Sattvic Ray and Aditya Ramachan-
dran. After that Mr. Tapan Bhattacharya 
sang some devotional songs, which were 
followed by a talk by Swami Gauta-
mananda on “Vedanta & Ramakrishna 
Mission.” Swami Gautamananda also 
inaugurated the library and the Sunday 
school of the Vedanta Society.

Over 150 people attended the event.
The Vedanta Center of st. Petersburg 

acquires a guesthouse. The guesthouse, 
one block away from the premises of 
the existing center, was formally in-
augurated by Swami Sarvadevananda 

of the Hollywood Vedanta Center on 
Saturday, November 7, 2009. Swami 
Mahayogananda of Vedanta Society of 
Greater Washington DC performed the 
worship of Sri Ramakrishna, the Holy 
Mother Sarada Devi and Swami Viveka-

nanda at the temporarily set-up shrine in 
the guesthouse. Swami Paritushtananda 
of the Vedanta Society of New York led 
others present in chanting Vedic prayers 
and other hymns. In his dedication speech 

Swami Ishtananda explained the neces-
sity for this guesthouse for the center and 
also the progress of events leading to the 
actual purchase of the house. He declared 
that the house would be named Swami 
Swahananda Cottage to honor his contin-
ued blessing, inspiration and support for 
the acquisition of the guesthouse. 

The Birthdays of sri sarada Devi the 
Holy Mother and swami Vivekananda 
were celebrated throughout the United 
states in every Center.

Christmas celebrations were held 
throughout the United states in our 
centers as well.

BRAZIL

The Ramakrishna Vedanta Ashrama, 
sao Paulo, conducts activities for the 
poor. On November 29, 2009, the Ra-
makrishna Vedanta Ashrama in Sao Paulo 
held its annual charity bazaar. Various 
useful items donated by the devotees and 
friends of the Ashrama were sold at ba-
zaar at nominal prices to suit the pockets 

swamis sarvadevananda (left) and 
Ishtananda in front of the newly acquired 

guesthouse in st. Petersburg, Florida

Devotees in the guesthouse in  
st. Petersburg, Florida

of the poor.
The Ashrama, through its monthly 

Food Program, distributed many boxes of 
staple food to needy families. 

The Ramakrishna Vedanta Ashrama in 
sao Paulo holds various religious celebra-
tions. The Sao Paulo Vedanta Ashrama 
observed the birth anniversary of Sri 
Sarada Devi on December 12th, 2009. The 
celebration consisted of worship, religious 
discourses, etc. Many devotees attended 
the event.

 The Vedanta Ashrama also observed 
Christmas Eve through a special worship 
of Jesus Christ performed on December 
24th. 

On January 1st 2010, the Vedanta Ash-
rama observed the Kalpataru Day. Then 
again, on January 10th, Swami Viveka-
nanda’s birthday was celebrated through 
worship and other festivities. Many devo-
tees participated in these celebrations.

Annual Charity Bazaar, Ramakrishna 
Vedanta Ashrama, sao Paulo

Monthly Food Distribution, Ramakrishna 
Vedanta Ashrama, sao Paulo

Note to  
Vedanta Centers  

around the world: 
Your news items are welcome 

and encouraged. You may submit  
them by email to:   

global@vedanta-seattle.org
For more effective news coverage 
please attach one or two HIGH 

REsOLUTION pictures to 
your email message.
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CONTRIBUTORs
Pravrajika Ajayaprana, a senior nun of 
Sarada Math of India, is the President 
and Minister of the Ramakrishna Sarada 
Vedanta Societies of New South Wales 
and South Australia.

Russell Atkinson is a poet and member of 
the Ramakrishna-Sarada Vedanta Society 
of Sydney, Australia.

swami Bhaskarananda is the editor in 
chief of Global Vedanta and the president 
of the Vedanta Society of Seattle, U.S.A.

Charles Mathias, a devotee of the Vedan-
ta Society in Seattle, is a gifted cartoonist 
and writer. Most of the cartoons and 
pictures contained in this issue of Global 
Vedanta are his contributions.

Bishop Kazuhiro Mori, of the Catholic 
Church of Tokyo, gave a special address at 
the Golden Jubilee Inaugural Ceremony 
for the Japan Vedanta Society on June 
14, 2009.

BOOK REVIEW

Girish Chandra Ghosh 
A Bohemian Devotee of  

Sri Ramakrishna 
by Swami Chetanananda

495 pages, hardcover, 27 chapters, nu-
merous illustrations, references and index.

Reviewed by Eashwar Thiagarajan
“Does God exist?” “Why is there so 

much suffering in this world?” “Perhaps 
God is nothing more than an excuse to lead 
a moral and ethical social life.” “Do I really 
want God, or simply want to extract some 
thrill out of this search for the non-existent 
God?” Many such bold and complicated 
questions often torment spiritual aspirants 
from various religious traditions.  What 
recourse can we take to address such ques-
tions? One can hope to get one’s doubts 
in spirituality resolved by one’s Guru, but 
what about the rest who don’t have one? 
Even among spiritual seekers who are 
under the tutelage of a Guru, doubts can 
recur at various points in life. The study of 
the life and teachings of Sri Ramakrishna 
Paramahamsa, the avatar of the modern 
age, is surely enough, in my humble opin-
ion, of an antidote to the doubt about 
God’s existence and the various questions 
pertaining to the purpose of life. Among 
the various non-monastic devotees of Sri 
Ramakrishna, Girish Ghosh stands apart 
as the ultimate proof of God’s saving grace. 
It is this extraordinary life of Girish Ghosh 
that has been presented in written form, by 
the author, Swami Chetanananda. 

Through the pages of this book I have 
witnessed how the pursuit of God real-
ization can be rationally and emotionally 
satisfying, despite the highs and lows one 
experiences in life.  Girish is not only in-
troduced to us as a “bohemian” personality 
in the book, but also as a genius in the 
field of drama, writing and elocution.  We 
may have had a glimpse of Girish’s life via 
some of the literature published in the 
past (for instance They lived with God by 
the same author), but never before has his 
personality, genius, his sorrows in life hit 
me harder than while reading this book. 
We must be grateful to Swami Chetanan-
anda for not only presenting Girish’s life 
and works in such depth, but also thereby 
documenting them for posterity, particu-
larly his work as a playwright.

So this book not only tells us the story of 
Girish’s life in a chronological fashion, but 
also takes appropriate detours to provide us 
details of his creative endeavors. A consid-
erable number of pages have been devoted 
to briefly describing many of his plays (for 
instance, Chaitanya Lila and Daksha Ya-
jna, which have also found mention in The 
Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna).  On account of 
the very interesting narrative, with several 
stories embedded within the main story 
line, this book becomes a compelling page-
turner. Hence this 495-page sojourn can be 
traversed at a rapid pace.

In the past I felt inspired by reading 
God Lived with Them and They Lived with 
God by the same author—and this book is 
no different. There is an epithet of God in 
Sanskrit, Patita Pavana, meaning “savior 
of the fallen.” Girish used to claim to his 
brother disciples that the utterance of this 
epithet in honor of Sri Ramakrishna was 
exclusively reserved for himself, for he 
understood from the very depths of his 
life and experience that Sri Ramakrishna 
was indeed the savior of the fallen.  By this 
very assertion Girish has labeled himself 
the beacon of hope for those who feel dis-
heartened in spiritual pursuits or depressed 
by the low moments in life, some of which 
are mainly due to one’s blatant selfishness.

In the stormy life that Girish led, the 
sorrows due to the loss of his kith and 
kin and then later of some of his brother 
disciples, must have shaken him to the 
very core. But as is evident from his life, 

his fundamental basis in life was his un-
flappable faith in Sri Ramakrishna’s grace; 
hence the jolts in life couldn’t uproot him. 
This book clearly brings this fact out and 
in the process offers immense encourage-
ment to spiritual aspirants. 

This book review would be incomplete 
without mentioning the excellent bio-
graphical introduction to Girish Ghosh 
by Christopher Isherwood. This intro-
duction (a classic in itself!) is actually the 
transcribed version of a lecture delivered 
by Christopher Isherwood in 1975.

Studying this book was one of the 
most uplifting book-reading experiences 
I have ever had.  A must read, if there ever 
was one!

Dispute not. As you rest firmly on your 
own faith and opinion, allow others also 
the equal liberty to stand by their own 
faiths and opinions. By mere disputation 
you will never succeed in convincing 
another of his error. When the grace of 
God descends, each will understand his 
own mistakes.

—sri Ramakrishna
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